2024 Adviser’s Pre-Conference Guide

I hope this document addresses some of the questions and concerns you may have about the upcoming conference. Almost all of these items can be found on the Advisers Resource page on the website as well. Below are other updates and details that should have on your radar as you prep your chapter for the conference. I will continue to add to this as it make sense. 

Conference Checklist Items:
· Review the Conference Dress Code
· Senior Boards
· Service Project Boards
· Chapter Pins
· Chapter Door Prize baskets
· Old T-shirts for Service Project
· Bring Yard Games or Board Games (and sign up so we know what we have)
· Registration Paid
· Hotel Room Confirmations
· Code of Conduct and Permission Forms turned in, email to fcclamn@gmail.com

Parking
There is a parking lot attached to the hotel -  Loring Ramp, 1330 Nicollet Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55403. There should be plenty of space here for standard sized vehicles with the cost being $25 per overnight. That same lot has limited space for oversized vehicles, 6”6 and over at a higher cost. There are two “open space” lots reference in the guide for oversized vehicles at a lower rate, although they are further away. Bus drop-offs will be at a nearby parking lot this year from the Apartment building One Ten Grant. See the map for the bus drop off, oversized open space lots, and details for overnight bussing in the full Parking Guide with maps here. 


Food
There will be some food provided at the conference included with registration. This includes a warm soft pretzel snack on Sunday afternoon, a Snack Mix throughout the day on Monday, a Pasta dinner on Monday evening, Milk and cookies on Sunday evening, and a light breakfast on Tuesday morning. 

Onsite there is a quick and affordable option called the MPLS Market. You can see their menu here. This is a great choice for busy groups. For an onsite, sitdown option, they do have the Parrie Kitchen, see menu here, which also has some reasonable downtown Minneapolis prices. 

Within a few block are quick affordable options like Chipotle and QDOBA, and reasonable sitdown restaurants like Pings (Chinese), The Nicollet Diner (across the street), and Pizza Hut. If you venture further out there are endless options. 

If your group or people with in your group opt for a food delivery option, BE SURE THAT THIS IS NOT BROUGHT INTO CONFERENCE SPACES. The hotel is very strict on this policy and will enforce financial penalties. All outside food should be brought back to individuals hotel rooms. 



Curfew and Safety
The hotel has security and staff that will be walking the halls. Curfew for the conference is set at 11pm and no student should be seen outside their room after that time. Security will be notifying us of any curfew beeches. Throughout the conference, we need students to wear their name badge. Should you decide to leave the hotel be sure to take proper precautions. 

Use common sense precautions when venturing outside the hotel are the same as any other downtown metro area.
· Walk in groups
· Have an adult chaperone
· Stay off your phones and pay attention to your surroundings 

Merchandise
This year we will be selling “Linda the Loon” for $15 apiece and Red Blazer Keychains for $5 a piece. The store will open Monday morning, at the registration table, at 8am. Supplies are limited.  

Prizes and Conference Cash
This year we will be handing out “conference cash” to incentivize engagement throughout the conference. All conference workshops will be handing out conference cash, on top of door prizes within the session (early access to Linda the Loon).Other conference features may or may not have conference cash to hand out as well so check everything out. There has never been a better time to fully engage with everything the conference has to offer. Conference Cash can be redeemed for Linda the Loon, Red Blazer Keychains, Linda the Loon Stickers (while supplies last) and extra door prize submissions. 
· Attending workshops
· Visiting exhibitor and vendor booths at the right time
· Participating in select conference features and extras at the right time

Poster Boards
We are inviting Seniors to create and display poster boards at the conference. This is a long-time tradition and a way to recognize seniors and celebrate their FCCLA careers. This can be on foam core or poster board and should be a fun thing for Seniors to do if they want. We will have posterboards and supplies at the conference if seniors would like to make theirs there. If planning on doing it there, bring printed out photos to attach. 

Another poster to have on you radar is the Service project poster. We will also have posterboards available there for groups that need it but again, bring in printed pictures. These will be setup in Northstar A during the Service Project Fair on Sunday from 3pm-4pm and then marched through the opening session. Service Project Posters can vary but shoot for a 20x30 foam board or poster board highlighting your chapter service projects.  Please include project title, pictures, goals and other relevant information.  

Adviser Sessions
There are three Adviser only sessions throughout the conference, try to make these if you are not judging or supporting your group. 
· Sunday at 1:30
· Monday morning at 7am – Advisers Breakfast (purchased at registration)
· Monday at 2:30

