Minnesota Family, Career and Community Leaders of America


MINNESOTA 

NATIONAL OFFICER CANDIDATE APPLICATION
Due February 10, 2017
The additional application you need is on the national FCCLA website.
Part 1- Complete the National Application. (The state advisor recommendation section will be done later)
Parts of the candidate process are done in Minnesota. The interview committee has the right to say yes or no to allowing a candidate to represent MN. The voting delegates have the right to say yes or no to the candidate’s representation of MN. 
Part 2- Complete the Minnesota FCCLA essays and forms.

The FCCLA official national candidate application plus this paperwork constitutes the MN FCCLA national Candidate application. 

The official national application is posted on the FCCLA national website

www.fcclainc.org
Minnesota deadline for applications: Feb 10, 2017 - received at the state FCCLA office.

National Candidates of Minnesota FCCLA

The process of becoming a candidate requires thoughtful reflection from you and your advisor.

Step 1: The national application must be filled out.

· Fill out the application -without making spacing or format changes and without the state advisor recommendation.

· The state adviser recommendation is after the Minnesota candidates are identified). The application is found on the website. 
· The Minnesota National Candidate Expectations Form should be included in the application. 

Step 2: Check all requirements listed in the national process. 

· Only affiliated members can run for office.

· National officer candidates must have paid their national membership dues by March 1.

· To be eligible to run for national office, candidates must have a non-weighted grade point average of 3.0 for the previous 3 semesters. National headquarters may verify this information with school officials. Note: If the candidate’s school does not use a non-weighted 4.0 scale, a school official must provide on the candidate’s transcript the converted grade point average on a 4.0 non-weighted scale; and the official must sign the transcript where changes are made.

· National officer candidate qualifications should be prepared by the state adviser in cooperation with the candidate and chapter adviser.

· Use only the national officer candidate application located on the FCCLA website, www.fcclainc.org. The application must be typed using only the space provided. Do not alter or make any changes to the application. Application is posted in January.

·  Proof of membership, official transcript with cumulative grade point average, two photographs, summary sheet of FCCLA information, recommendation sheets, parental transcript release agreement, website release form, code of conduct agreement, code of ethics agreement, and officer preference form must all be signed and dated and sent along with the application.

Step 3: Signatures, a transcript and photos must be completed with the application. 

· The advisor should discuss with school officials and parents several things:

· The schedule of a national officer

· The expectations of becoming an officer.

· Whether the candidate has the emotional maturity to handle the position and elections processes. 

· The commitment of the candidate for MN FCCLA. 

· The candidate must have taken the minimum of family and consumer sciences classes listed on the application. 

Step 4: Complete the Minnesota National Candidate Expectations Form and send with the application. This is a clarification of the expectations. 

Step 5: Candidates complete the essay questions. Copies are shared with the interview committee. 

Step 6: A written test will be taken on Wednesday, March 22 prior to the Interview committee. The written test is a knowledge test of FCCLA facts. 

Step 7: A speech based on this topic will be prepared by the candidate and should be memorized.
The 2017 National Officer Candidate Speech Topic:
The topic will be announced in February on the national website.
Step 8: An interview committee will conduct an interview, hear the speech and ask questions on March 22. The committee will review the essay test questions. The interview committee will make a recommendation for the candidate to continue as a MN candidate or not.
Step 9: The candidate gives their speech on the topic (listed above) at the General Session on Thursday, March 23.

Step 10: The candidate gives the speech at the formal house of delegates and answers questions from voting delegates.

Step 11: The selection of the national candidate is a weighted process of the interview committee, formal house and test scores.

Step 12: Candidates are announced on Friday evening. The national candidates should attend the National STAR Event Advancing Meeting on Saturday morning for details about the National Conference. 
Confidence is key! Be humble -You will be at the discretion of others! Take in the opportunity to learn, whether it goes your way or not! Meet as many people as possible! Studying will pay off! Don't sweat the small stuff! Be able to laugh at yourself. 
Brennen Clouse- 2009 National FCCLA President.
Minnesota National Candidate Expectations Form 

This form should be signed by the candidate, parents and advisor.

The form should accompany the National Officer Application.

Deadline: Feb. 10, 2017
Name:__________________________________Chapter:_____________

____1. I agree to attend a Minnesota candidate training day in May, 2017 on a Saturday to review expectations and final application to the national level with the state staff. (This will occur before the May deadline of national submission of the MN Candidate’s forms.)

____2. I agree to schedule a training day with the state staff in June to review and study.

____3. I agree to work with the new State Executive Council and attend meetings during the year of these groups as expected. 

____4. I agree to study national program material, by laws and other resources at least 10 hours each week prior to the National FCCLA Conference beginning the week of May 2nd to July 1.  

____5. I agree to be open to suggestions and advice from knowledgeable FCCLA resource persons and state staff as I work on speeches, interview techniques and answering questions. 

____6. I realize that MN FCCLA has invested time, effort and resources toward the candidacy. I will receive $200 toward the year after successfully completing a year which includes participation in MN FCCLA events and committees (if elected to national office or not) upon a completed candidacy. This commitment is expected in June, July, September, November and January as well as State Conference and events in 2018. 

Signed: _____________________________________Candidate

Signed:______________________________________Parent

Signed: _____________________________________Advisor
2017 National Officer Candidate Essay Test Questions

These essay questions must be done with 5 copies sent by Feb 10, 2017  to:

MN FCCLA, PO 131386, Roseville, MN 55113

THOUGHT QUESTIONS:

Prepare your answers using resources, "people", and your own experiences. Type or write your answers. Page limit is two pages for each question. 

The goals of this take home test are to prepare the candidates for national issues, to help you focus on opinions, perspectives and phrase answers for a national audience, to encourage you to start to build networks and resources that could help you as a National Officer, to be able to recall information in order to answer questions from the media, school officials or other organization and national staff or Board of Directors members.
1. Why are the educational experiences of Family, Career and Community Leaders of America connected to the Career Clusters and Career Pathways.
2. Why would a national officer need to know about the National Standards for Family and Consumer Sciences?  How are the national standards connected to FCCLA? How can FCCLA members be more connected to family and consumer sciences education? 
3. Sometimes a family and consumer sciences department or teacher will not support the FCCLA chapter at their school. How would you approach a situation as a National Officer (or a candidate) who has an opportunity to talk with a FACS teacher who is not or will not do FCCLA?
4. Who runs FCCLA at the national level? Write a summary of how it all works, and an “elevator speech” if you are asked that question. 

Information for Candidates

National FCCLA Program Materials

National Executive Council Handbook

FCCLA Chapter Handbook

Teen Times

Information Sheet

Information regarding National Leadership Meeting
www.fcclainc.org

Promote FCCLA Materials

Membership Campaign Materials

FCCLA Social media: Twitter, facebook, instagram
Handbooks

National project handbooks
Professional Organizations for FACS teachers and CTE organizations and their websites
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